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The Meek ſhall inherit the Earth, and 
ſhall delight themſelves in the Abun- 
dance of Peace. © 


af H1S Aſſertion of the Prophet David 
is ſtrengthened and confirmed by our 
Saviour Chriſt ; who began his Preach- 


| Bleſſings on the Meek, for they ſhall 
inherit the Earth. 

And ſome of the Interpreters have thought, that 22 
heriting the Earth related chiefly to the Children of 
Iſraels taking Poſſeſſion of the Land of Judæa, and 
driving out the Amorites before them. But this Inter- 
pretation ſeems too much confined to encourage a ge- 
neral Love of Meekneſs: And we may obſerve, that the 
Children of 1/7ael paſſed over Jordan to poſſeſs the 


Land, not in the Spirit of Meekneſs and Peace, but 


like Men of War, armed and readily appointed for the 
Battel : And that their Law-giver Moſes ,. who was the. 
Meckeſt Man on Earth, only viewed the Promiſed Land 
from the Top of Piſeah ; and died there, without ever 


paſſing over the Streams of Jordan. 


Others have obſerved, that the Bold and the Forward 
frequently gat the Land in Poſſeſſion, and thruſt forth 
the Meek out of their Dwellings; and from thence were . 
induced to interpret theſe Words of the, Heavenly Ca- 
naan, and delayed the Promiſes of Inheritance, till the 
Souls of the Mee were copyeyel to the peaceable 


Manſions i in Heaven. 
| A 2 But 


ing with Bleſſings on the Poor in Matt. 5. 
 Sp7rir ; Bleſſings on the Peace- Maler; 3» Se. 
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But the beſt Interpreters have concluded from the 
Words of the Text, That God will beſtow on the mcek 
Man a large Share of worldly Goods, and a peaccable 
Mind for the Enjoyment of them. For as the Curſes of 


the Wicked arc often repreſented under ſenſible Objects, 
ſuch as the Darkneſs ef the Sun, bitter Mailings of 
ee Myrt hers, and melancholy ue, into 


aptivity: So, on the other Hand, the Bleſſi 
Righteous are frequently ſet before us in the moſt de- 


lightful Repreſentations, ſuch as Songs and Dances, 
Shoutings in Harveſt, fruitful Seaſons, large Inheri--- 


Fances, and Abundance of Peace. 


Therefore the Holy P/a/mſ?, who, was the ſweet- 


. eft finger in Iſrael, and knew how to command our 
Paſſions, and excite in us a generous Love of Piety and 
| Goodneſs , addreſſes himſelf to all his Hearers in the 
leaſing Images of Peace and Proſperity ; and inſenſibly 
draws us into a Deſire of performing our Duty by ſhew- 
ing the temporal Bleſſings which attend it. For there is 
ſometimes ſuch a cloſe Connexion between Virtue and 
its Temporal Rewards, that in the Writings of the 
Pfalmiſt they frequently ariſe and appear together, like 
the Sun and its glorious Train of Light. And this is 
viſible in the other Virtues, as well as Meekneſs; there- 
forte when the Pſalmiſt exhorts us to Righteouſneſs, he. 
tells us, that he man is Bleſjed who hath not walked in 
the counſel of the ungodly, nor ſat in the ſeat of the 
corn 
N raiſeth him up ile a tree planted by the water 
fide, which bringeth forth its Fruit in due ſeaſon, and 
whoſe leaves never fade'; deſcribing, as it were, the. 


great and permanent Felicity of the Righteous , under 


the moſt entertaining Images of the Growth and laſting, 


Verdure of the Spring. C 
When he deſires us to obſerve the Laws, the Statates;. 
and the Judgments of God 5; he aſſures us, that hey are 


more 


* 


” 
RY 2 hs we —— . K 7 1 . = 2 I ye Pr i * WS SER "4 
II eee / 

> OR Y - 232 q . 5 : ' * 


ngs of the 


And immediately ſhews him in a flouriſhing 


5 
E 
3 
* 


KG 
2 
5 

* 
5 

& 

# 
5 


7 


> 
* 
7 
GP 
T0 
* — 
% 
My 
. 7 
0 
6 
oy 
75 
WEE 
4 
3 89 
S 
3 
Fs 
25 
43/4 
CIS 
= 
3 


blerit the earth, and nene We in the abun- 


Hp 


of the e Biſhop of Wincheſter. C 


more to be 450 ved th than fine zold; , ſweeter chan honey, _ my 


or the droppings of the honey-comb. 


When he would encourage us to place our Hope and 
Confidence in God; he tells us, That we ſhall be ſatiſ Pals. 


fed with the fatneſs of his houſe, and drink of the ri- 


vers of his pleaſure. 
When he .cnjoins. an Honeſty and Upzightneks; in our 


Dealings, he calls upon us to be nice Obſervers of the 


Peace and Tranquillity of the u upright Man : Mark, fays pal. 37. 


he, the upright ; the end of that man is peace. And 37. 6 
againhe affirms, That unto the upright there ariſeth light Pſal115. 
in the darkneſs ; improving as it were the Underſtanding * | 


of the Upright, by a greater Admiſſion of Light upon it; 


or in the Words of Job, making him ſbine forth as _ 


| morning; or hinting perhaps at the Puniſhment of the E 


Tians, who were ſhut up and impriſoned in Darkneis, at 


the ſame Time that the juſt and upright Children of / 


rae! enjoyed the Pleaſure of a comfortable Sun and 


a cheering Light in all their Dwellings. - 


You ſee by theſe Inſtances how the Pſalm „ endea- 
yours to recommend Virtue in the moſt agreeable Ob- 
jects of Senſe; for which Reaſon, he ſometimes invites 

us to Unity and Brotherly Affection in the Odors and 
S of that precious ointment, which was poured 
out upon Aaron's head, and ran down tothe ſkirts of his 
clothing; and then he goes on to refreſh our Love with. 
the Deus of Hermon. And when he would! ſoften us 
into a meek and peaceable Behaviour, he makes himſelf 


the Lamb; and then declares, That the Lord is his ſbep- pfl. 23. . 
Herd, and that he ſhalt not want; for God maketh him 


ro lie down in the green. paſture, and leadeth him forth 
by the flill waters. And this ſame Meekneſs is again 
recommended under the Promiſe of large Poſſeſſions 
and a peaccable Enjoyment 3 the meek, ſays he, ſhall in. 
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8 I Gar ng on which Words, | I ſhall ſhew, 


Firſt, Wherein Meckneſs conſiſts. 
*Secondly, I ſhall prove, how this Virtue prepares us 
in a more particular manner for SOOT HORS the 
e 
Thirdly, I ſhall conſider in what manner the meek 4 
Man delights himſelf in the abundance of Peace. | 
Fourth. I ſhall ſpeak to the melancholy Occaſion of 
+» qur being met here together in this Aſſembly, and 
let forth the Praiſes of this Good and Great Biſhop ; 
who was a week Man, and inherited the earth, 
and was always known to delight himſelf in the 
abundance of peace. 


Ef Fir, 1 mall ew wherein Meekneſs conſiſts. The 4 
1 | Abcient Moraliſts have treated of Temperance, as that . 
E | Virtue which reſtrained the appetites of hunger and 
E fi thirſt; and under this Head, they naturally proceeded 
2300 to the reſtraining of anger in thoſe Perſons, in whoſe 
Hands the Power of Life and Death was lodged; and 
eſteemed it a certain temperance of the mind; and then 
employed their good · natur d Arguments, for mitigating 
the Rigor and Severity of Puniſhments, and apply ing the 
gentler Methods of Correction: And as this Moderation 
denoted in Kings a certain Calmneſs after Perſonal Af. 
fronts and an undeſerved Tenderneſs for the Lives of 
Offenders, ſo they ranked it in the Number of Royal 
Virtuss, and ſtyled it Clemency. | 
This Sort of Meekneſs, which ſhews it ſelf in 4 
giving Life to the Criminal, is the Privilege of kind a 
and gracious Princes, and ſometimes the Reſult of a 
mild Legiſlature; and ſo far above our ordinary Meaſure 
of Acting, that it can be rather honoured and revered, 
than practiſed by us; therefore we muſt look out for 
ſome other Sort of Mecknels, which is fitted to all the 
humbler 
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humbler Forms of ws of. Baſs, and may be found in Me Fa- 
ther, the Maſter, the Friend, the Relation, the Subject, 
the Chriſtian : For there is a Calmneſs and Evenneſs of 
Mind, which keeps the turbulent Paſſions in Subjection, 
and gives us a Dominion over our ſelves, and forms us 
into a courteous Behaviour and civil Deportment towards 
others. There is a Tenderneſs of Nature, a gentle and 
peaceable Diſpolition of Mind, which appears in every 
Part of Life, and is graceful under ai e "aps 
and Character. - + 

When this Meekneſs is red to Pride; it is a Sort 
of Humility ; when it humbles our Proſperity, it is a 
Kind of Modeſty ; and when it makes us eaſy under Ad- 
verſity, it almoſt becomes a Greatneſs of Soul. When 
it prevents Murmurings, it is a pious Submiſſion to the 
Mill of God; and when it abhors Rebellion, it is a 
dutiful Obedience to Princes: It is Clemency ; when 
it hinders the Exceſs of Puniſhment ; and Mercy, 


whenever it pardons the Criminal. It denoted in Hea- 
thens a Moderation of Anger; and may be termed in 


Chriſtians, a thorough Maſtery of the Paſſions, a Benig- 
nity of Nature, a Sweetneſs of Manners, and a general 
_ Eaſineſs and Contentment of: Mind. 10 

The Greek Word denotes a Perſon that is genitle, peace- 
able, quiet, calm, without Trouble, without Anger, 
pleaſant, courteous, tender, affable, eaſy of Addreſs, 


and going ſoftly lite the waters f Shiloah. The French Ifai.$:6 


expreſs the Word Meeknefs, in Terms which ſignify a 


natural Sweetneſs; and agreeable to this, St. Bernard 


in his Comment on the Songs of Solomon, thinks,” that 
Meeknels is that Virtue, which is there repreſented” by a 
Bed of: Spices : And that this Sweetneſs of Temper 
induced; Salomon to dreſs up his meek Man in all the 
richeſt , Odors of the Eaſt, and to paint a Mixture of 
Mildneſs and Sweetneſs in every Line and Feature of 
his OE Therefore the Wiſe Man declares, That the: 


| cyes 
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eyes of his beloved are as the eyes of doves by the 
revers of water; that his cheeks are as @ bed of ſpi- 
ces, as ſweet-ſmelling flowers; and his bps like lillies, 
dropping ſweet-ſmellimng myrrh. Intimating by ſuch 
elcriptions, that the meek Man was graceful and lovely 
in all his Actions; that Sweetneſs always dropped from 
172 Lips, and that the Law of Kindneſs was ever in his 
ongue. Ml 
£1 Bat ſome have looked upon this Virtue as an Unactive 
Goodneſs, and thought it beneath the Spirit and Vigor 
of a Maſculine Conſtitution. And I muſt confeſs, that 
this is not that Virtue which delights in Camps and the- 
Noiſe of Battel ; but you may. often ſee it Active in the 
Cabinet, and Buſy in directing the Counſel of Princes 
nor is it unactive amongſt its Neighbours ; for, the Ten- 
derneſs of its Nature prompts it to Acts of Charity and 
Mercy; its natural Courteſy gives a Motion to neigh- 
bourly Viſits; and its Love of Peace quickens it into a 
friendly Interceſſion, and makes it Diligent in compoſing 
the Quarrels, and ſecuring the Peace and Tranquillity 
of others. Beſides, the inward Muſings and the 
thoughtful Silence of the meck Man are the Labours 
of a Soul buſily employed in ſearching out the Good of. 
others. From whence I infer, that this ſteady Calm- 
neſs. and Smoothneſs of Humour, cannot juſtly be called 
an unactive Goodneſs, or a cold and ſlothful Indiffe- 
rence in Buſineſs; but may be rather termed a temperate 
Way of doing Good, and a calm and judicious Method 
of Proceeding. | 2 5 | 
It is not a want of Paſſions; for Love is the Orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet Spirit. It is not a Stoical 
Inſenſibility of Mind ; for Meckneſs is ever tender and 
compaſſionate. It is not a want of Reſolution; for the 
Meek are ever ſteady in their Purpoſes, but ſweet and 
eaſy in the Methods of purſuing them. It is not a want 
af a Senſe of Honour; for it ſometimes * 
| a Orcat- 


I of rhe Biſhop of Wincheſter. 


a Greatneſs of Soul; and a certain Majeſty which ſcorns to 
be angry. It is not a want of Courage, it is nota low Deje- 
ction of Spirits; but a grave and ſteady Compoſure of 
Mind, and a ſedate Kind of Majeſty. From whence I con- 
clude, that Meekneſs is a Slownelſs to Anger, a quiet and 
peaceable Temper of Mind, an inoffenſive Stillneſs, a 
Sweetneſs of Demeanour, conſiſtent with Power, from 
whence it derivesits Clemency; conſiſtent with Greatneſs, 
from whence it takes a more amiable Condeſcenſion; and 


conſiſtent with all the ſofter Paſſions, becauſe it is at- 


tended with Pity and Love, and ſhews it ſelf in a general 
Benevolence. 95 1 | | 


From whence I ſhall proceed in the Second Place to 
ſhew, how this Virtue prepares us in a more particu- 
lar Manner for inheriting the Earth. : 


Interpreting the Scriptures in too refined a Senſe, and 
raiſing frequent Expectations of Supernatural Rewards 
here on Earth, tends only to delude the Mind with ima- 


ginary Scenes of Happineſs, and by unexpected Diſap- 


pointments checks the Worſhipper, and abates the Force 
and Vigor of Religion: Therefore I ſhall rather chuſe to 
ſhew how the Bleſſings promiſed to ſome of the Virtues 
are the natural Reſult of thoſe Virtues themſelves : And 
yet maintain, that God is ſtill the Encourager of Piety, 


/\ 


not only by the certain Aſſurance of future Rewards, but 


likewiſe by annexing ſuch agreeable Senſations to the im- 


. mediate Practice of Virtue, and recommending it to the 


World with ſuch an amiable Train of Attendants, that 
all Mankind map have pleaſure in her beauty, and great- 
ly deſire it. — As if Virtue were that King's Daughter 
mentioned in the P/a/ms, who is all glorious within, and 
whoſe clothing is of wrought gold; and as if This were 
the, who was brought unto the king in raiment of needle- 


work ; whilſt a train of virgins , which be her fellows, 
bear her company. B And 
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And, ſurely, none of the Virtues, none of the King's 
Daughters, can boaſt of a Retinue more glorious than 
that which conſtantly waits on Meekneſs; for, Sobriety 
and Temperance, Modeſty and Diligence, Frugality and 
Prudence, are the Virgins which are her Fellows, and 
bear her Company. 

Theſe Qualities ſeem interwoven in the very Frame and 


Conſtitution of the meek Man; and are beſt prepared for 


making him rich: For Sobriety and Temperance check 
all Extravagancies of the Table; Modefty cloaths him in 
a plain Dreſs ; Diligence increaſeth the Store; Frugality 
layeth it up; and Prudence directs the Management of it. 

And as Meekneſs tends in its own Nature towards pro- 


curing larger Poſſeſſions, ſo is it likewiſe well prepared for 


deſerving the Bleſſings of God upon it: For it ſeems 
agreeable to the Divine Goodneſs to lodge Bleſlings in 


_ thoſe Hands, which will render them mot beneficial to 
Mankind. Others indeed may have Riches beſtowed up- 


on them for other Ends; but none can expect them with 
greater Reaſon than the meek Man, who has all the cha- 
ritable Diſpoſitions of Nature for the kind and generous 
diſperſing of them. And the Almighty is al ways pleaſed 
with the Diſpoſition of Power, when it is lodged in the 


Hands of the Meek, who are Lovers of Peace, Followers 
of Juſtice, and always influenced by a natural Goodneſs, 


and a certain God- like Temper. of Mind, which reſtrains 
them from any Abaſe of Power. And if we may be 
allowed to judge of the Diſpenſations of Providence, 


we cannot but take notice of the Suitableneſs of his Gifts 


in the Perſon of a meek and gracious King on the Throne, 
whoſe Reign is mild and gentle, fatherly and affectio- 


nate ; provoked by Injuries, and yet tender in the Uſe 
of its Authority. And I truſt that That God, who hath. 
brought him out of his Native Country, and given him 
a new Land for his Inheritance, will give him alſo. the 


Bleſſings of Peace. 


This 
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This Virtue may be ſaid to give us the Inheritance of 
the Earth, becauſe it was in ſome mealure the firſt Virtue 
which poſſeſſed the Earth. Commutative Juſtice firſt 
aroſe from the more extenſive Dealings of Men; and 
military Courage appeared late in the Huntings of Num- 
rod : But Meckneſs certainly adorned Adam in the State 
of Paradiſe; for, the Tranquillity of the Place required 


a calm and eaſy Frame of Mind, ſuited to the Enjoy- 


ment of it ; and we cannot ſuppoſe that Man was then 
furious and wild, when the Beaſts themſelves had not yet 


learned to rage. Therefore as Mecknels was one of the 


firſt Virtues in Paradiſe, ſo it is the only Virtue which 
can again make a Paradiſe of the Earth; becauſe it pro- 
motes Peace and good Will amongſt Men, and lets us in- 
to all the Pleaſure of our Neighbour's Poſſeſſions, and 


in ſome meaſure makes them our own : For the meek 


Man is not tormented with Strife or Envy, but feels an 
inward Satisfaction in the Proſperity of others, and views 
every Man's Field with Pleaſure : So that the green Corn 
of other Men is often delightful to his Eye; and his 
Neighbour's Flowers are always ſweet in his Noftrils. 
Meekneſs not only enlarges our Poſſeſſions, but con- 
duces likewiſe very much towards the Preſervation of 
them; becauſe it is always quiet and peaccable, and ne- 
ver ſecks an Occafion of Strife. How many have ruined 
their Eſtates in vexatious Law-Suits? WhatCompenſations 
haye been made for Murthers committed in the firſt Heat 
of Paſlion ? How often have reſtleſs Spirits hurried Men 
into bold Conſpiracies? Theſe are the {ad and diſmal 


Effects of warm Heads and raſh Hands. But Meekneſs is 


forgiving, it avoids Quarrels, and; abhors Rebellion, and 
repoſes it ſelf with great Security under the kind Protecti- 


on of the Government; whilſt bold Conſpirators are led 
forth in a melancholy Pomp on the Pay of Execution, and 


leave their Widows oppreſſed with the Shame of their 
Death, and pining away in Poverty and Want by a juſt For- 
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feiture of thoſe Eſtates, which are rightly transferred to Ade 
Hands of others, who will uſe them hereafter with more 
Meekneſs and greater Tenderneſs for their Fellow. Subjects. 

If we ſhould interpret the Words of the Text in a Pro- 


phetical Senſe, with Relation to the promiſe made tv 


Abraham, that he ſhould be the heir of the world ; we. 
ſhall ſee it fulfilled in the Propagation of the Goſpel, 

which ſpread it ſelf on the Face of the Earth, and did as 
it were inherit the Land: It was then God gave his Son 
the Heathen for his Inheritance, and the utmoſt parts of 
the earth for his poſſeſſion. And as the firſt Preachers of 
Chriftianity were anointed 7o preach the Goipel to the 
meek, ſo the Meekneſs of the primitive Chriſtians con- 


duced very much towards the better Propagation of it; 


for it rendred the Preachers ſweet and amiable in the 
Sight of the People, and then made them more than 
Conquerors. For, the Feet of thoſe Heavenly Meſſen- 


gets were never more beautiful on the Mountains, than 


when they publiſhed the Words of Peace, in the gentle 
Voice of the meck and the lowly. And it iscertain, that 
ſuch as diſſent from us, may be allur'd again into the Bo- 
ſom of the Church by a courteous Behaviour and civil 
Treatment: Fof whatever the Sons of Thunder may 


pronounce, it is certain, that Chriſtianity does not know 


the furious Spirit, nor preſcribe the Severity of Penal 
Laws; but enjoins a mild and winning Behaviour, good 


Will and good Words, even beyond the Church it ſelf, 
to ſuch as diſſent from it. This is that Spirit of Meck- 


245 25. 


neſs, which ſhews Religion in the Beauty of its Holineſs; 
this is that true Chriſtianity, which ſpeaks Peace and 
Love: and that we may never ſwerve from this amiable 
Virtue, St. Paul commands us 0 be gentle to all men; 


= Tim. 2. and patient; in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 


FRemſeFues. 


I ſhall conſider in ke Third Place, in what manner 
the meck Man delights himſelf in the Abundance 


of Peace. Meek- 


"Mecknels afferds us an even and perpetual Flow of 
Delight, not that which conſiſts in the Sound of the Harp 
and the Viol, not that which is offen taſted by jocund 
Fools in the Houſe of Mirth; but a quiet Joy, a ſtill 
Pleaſure, an eaſy Cheathilncis a ſilent Satisfaction, a: 
riſing from Virtue and Goodneſs, and from our being con- 


ſcious of our living according to the Commands of God, 


the Laws of Men, the Dictates of Conſcience, and the 


Dignity of our. Nature; therefore I ſhall prove, that the 
the meck Man is at Peace with God, at Peace with his 
Neighbour, and at Peace with himſelf; and that he does 
indeed, in the full and comprehenſive Words of the 


P ſubmit delight himſelf in the abundance of peace. 


, The meck Man is at Peace with his Maker, be- 
4 he refrains from thoſe Sins which are enmity with ' 
God; and purſues thoſe Virtues, which are moſt agrecable 
to the Divine Goodneſs. Every Night he reconciles him- 
ſelf to God in Prayer, and acquaints himſelf” with God, 
and is at peace. For Meekneſs gives him a Frame of 
Mind ſuited to Religion ; and by this Means he acquaints 


himſelf with the Goſpel Promiſes made to the Meck, and 


frequently enjoys that peace of God which. paſſeth all 
underſtanding. For the calm Breaſt is a Sort of a ſolemn 


and filent Temple, fit to receive the ſecret Allapſes of the 


Holy Ghoſt, and the.inward Comforts of that kind and 5 


bleſſed Spirit of Peace. 


Secondly, As far as it is poſſible, the meek Man is at Peace 


with all Mcn; becauſe he turns away Strife with a ſoft 


Word, and never enters into thoſe Conteſts, which diſturb | 


the Peace and Tranquillity of others. Mecknels of Heart 


ſets Men above little Affronts; andnot only endears Friends, 
but reconciles to it the moſt perverſe and oppoſite Tem- 


pers; for it ſeems to be of a tranſient Nature, and ca- 


pable of begetting the like Frame of Mind in others; 
ſo that he that ſows the Fruit of Righteouſneſs in Peace, 
will _ the Pore Fruit of Righteouſneſs: For all 

Men 
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Men love an eaſy Temper, the Gerte will 
cheriſh him that is governable, and the Chriſtian Church 
will always love a Chriſtian Meekneſs; and they that are 
without the Pale of the Church, are no longer Enemies 


to him that acts fo tenderly within it. And we muſt 


further acknowledge, that this is the moſt endearing Vir- 
tue: Juſtice and Valour have ſomething great and wonder- 
ful in them; they may raiſe our Aſtoniſhment indeed; but 
Meekneſs ſeems to be more adapted to win the Love and 
Affections of Men; becauſe it is of a more inviting Na- 
ture, and leſſens the Diſtance of Birth and Fortune, and 
makes Greatneſs it ſelf more familiar, and more benefici— 
al ; and thereby it ſteals the Hearts of others, and makes 
meaner Perſons willingly become our Servants, and every 
Servant become our Friend, and every Friend become our 
Lover. 

Thiraly, The en Man is at Peace with himſelf, be- 
cauſe he is at Peace with God and his Neighbour ; for 
Meekneſs keeps him from all the violent Acts of Sin, and 
his Conſcience never upbtaids him with Guilt. Guilt is 
ever reſtleſs and uneaſy, therefore the Mind of the wick- 
ed Man, is juſtly compared 79 4 troubled Sea, which cats 
up mire and dirt. And if an Argument may be drawn 
from Contraries, we mult infer, that the innocent Soul 
is always at reſt, and hath nothing rough and turbulent in 
it; but may, on the other Hand, be well compared to a 


calm Ocean; when the Waters become as ſmooth as a 


Looking-Glaſs, and produce in us that calm and till Plea- 
ſure f Mind, which naturally ariſes in the Breaſts of 
thoſe, who view the quiet Surface of the deep, ſhined 
on by the glorious Colours of the Evening. Such is the 
Tranquility of the meek Mind; and the Image of Hca- 
ven ſeems as it were imprinted upon it, in the Het ar d 
peaceable State of its Innocence. 

This Peace of Mind ſweetens the Life of the meck 
Mau, and is very viſible in the Hours of Death. For if we 


will but turn our Eyes on Mankind, We ſhall generally 
Obicryc 
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obſerve, that meek Men go down to the Grave in a good 


old Age, without any great Decay of the Senſes, and 


without any violent Struggles in Death; for the End of 
the meek Man is Peace, and his departing from us is 
but like the going down of the Sun, which ſets in agentle 
Warmth and Brightneſs. 


I have now gone thro” the Three firſt Heads of my Diſ- 
courlc ; and have hewed wherein Meekneſs conſiſts, and 
proved it not only a Slowneſs to Anger, but an Eaſineſs of 


Mind, a Maſteryofthe Paſſions, and a civil Behaviour towards 
all Men; and you have ſeen the good Effects of Meekneſs, 
and how it is prepared for inheriting the Earth, by a long 
Train of Virtues, which increaſe Riches; by thoſe Diſ- 

oſitions of Mind, which ſeem to deſerve them at the 
Hand of God; and by a careful avoiding of thoſe Sins 


which uſually ſcatter them. And beſides theſe Effects of 
Meekneſs, you have heard it deſcribed in its Bleſſing like- 


wiſe ; and have been told how the meek Man is at Peace 
with God, at Peace with his Neighbour, and at Peace 
with himſelf: And I believe that your Thoughts have 


carried you further, and given you till a more pleaſing 


Idea of Meekneſs it ſelf, by repreſenting it to you in that 


lovely Form, in which it appeared in the Life and Con- 


verſation“ of the Biſhop deceaſed. Therefore, 
I ſhall proceed in the Fourth Place, to ſpeak to the 


melancholy Occaſion of our being met in this As- 


ſembly, and ſet forth the Character of this good 


Biſhop who now lies dead before us. 


I am fenſible what Difficulties I labour under, when: 


Lwould deſeribe this Great Man, whoſe Character is al- 


ready filled up in your Thoughts, and wants no Flattery. 
to improve it, no falſe Colours to diſguiſe it: There- 


foxe 1 ſhall ſet forth this Great Man's Praiſes, in that Plain- 


nels of Speech, which he always uſed ; and in that Truth, 


which he conſtantly, admir'd.. | He. 
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He was the Son of a worthy and learned Clerg gyman, 


a Man of good Report, and wiſe in his Generation; and 
who was indeed 2 fruitful bough, even a fruitful long 5 
by a Well, whoſe branches run over the Wall; for Ts 


left behind him a numerous Iflue, which flouriſhes now 
in every Branch, and goes on to improve the firſt Adyan- 
tages of a fair -Fortune, a liberal Education, and the 


.carly Example of their Father's Virtue. Few are the In- 
ſtances of private Families which have ſpread themſelves 
with ſo much Succeſs, and ſo little Envy. 


He was placed early in J/;zchefter School, and ſoon 


acquired an elegant Taſte, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his Learning and Morals. His Youth was ſweet and 
.blooming ; his Behaviour meek and gentle, and never 


ſtarted into ood bh Rebellions : He was an Ornament of the 


School, and a Lover of it: And always profeſſed a grate- 


ful Veneration for the happy Memory of Milliam a 2 


Ham, and deſired in his Will that his Bones might be 
laid by that Good Man's venerable Tomb. That be that 
was next to the Founder in Affection, might not be ſe- 


parated from him in his Death. This i is a boaſtful Argu- 
ment for the F/ichkhamiſts ; and perhaps tome oftheYouths 
will tell hereafter, with what Joy they lately received 


This good Man at their Gates, with what Pleaſure they 


heard him ſpeak genderly to them, and with what Sor- 


row they lamented him at his Grave. 


From Wincheſter School he ſucceeded to a Fellowſhip 


in Were. College, where he applied himſelf to Univerſity- 


Learning with uncommon Induſtry, and brought more 
Meeknels and Patience dato the Study of Philoſophy, 
iloſophers carry from it. He 


was well inſtructed in the Rules of Morality, and expreſ- 
ſed the Life and Vigor of them in his own Morals. He 
was verſed in Mathematics, and ever retained that cloſe 
and forcible Way of arguing. He read Divinity, he 
ſtudied 15 he digeſted it, 13 praftifed it; And by 7 70 
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Auſterities, and ſome uncommon Stretches of Faſting, 
broke his Conſtitution, and reduced himſelf to a weak 
and languiſhing State of Body. However, his Piety was 
ſo well known in the College, his Induſtry fo much ap- 
proved, his Learning ſo much admired, and his candid 
Temper ſo much beloved; that his judicious Friends, 
ſome Years after, looked upon him as the fitteſt Perſon 
to be their Marden, and invited him to take the Govern- 
ment-of the College upon him: But the Event did not 
anſwer his Merits, nor the Endeaveurs of his Friends ; 


who ſaw him poſſeſſed of every Thing neceſſary for a 


Governour, except the Government it ſelf. But Provi- 
dence reſerved him for higher Advancements ; -and he 


never reſented the happy Diſappointment. 


From Neu College he was called forth early into the 


World; and now he began to riſe and ſhine : He 
was ſoon advanced to a Prebend in the Church of Nor- 
wich, without ſolliciting, without asking; for altho' his 
Merit was great and extraordinary, yet was it always mo- 
deſt and ſilent: He diſliked an importunate Application 
in others, and never ſhbmitted to it in himſelf. | 

He ſupported the Dignity of an Arch-deacon, and was. 
honoured in the Face of all his Brethren. This gave him 
an Admiſſion into the lower Houſe of Convocation, 
where he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his great Abilities, and 
ſteadyAdherence to the Intereſt of the Crown, and the De- 
pendance on it. And in the Courſe of this long and warm 
Diſpute he wrote ſeveral Tracts, and defended the Cauſe 
with great Learning,great Judgment,and greatCandor; and 
was admitted into the Confidences of ſome of the witeſt 
Men of the Age, and bore no ſmall Part in their Counſels. 

He had now paſſed ſome Time in the Sunderland Fa- 
mily, where he ſoon attained a Knowledge of the World, 
which was ſoftned and refined by a Delicacy of Breed 
ing, a Politeneſs of Behaviour, and a certain flowing 
Generoſity of Spirit, which ran through that Noble Fa- 
mily, and eaſily wrought itſelf into the Manners of =_ 
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good Man; who honoured the Family, and was bhonoared 
init: And the great Eſteem which was paid him by the 
Father, was continued to him in the Affection of the 
Son; who received his firſt Rudiments of Learning from 


this wiſe Man, and ever after conſulted with him in the 


moſt important Affairs. 


After he had diſtinguiſhed | himſelf by ſo many perſo- 


nal Qualities and Virtues, he was promoted to the Re- 
ctory of St. Fames's, where he ſtood high amongſt Prin- 
ces, and was honoured by them. For Men of Rank ex- 
pect to be treated with greater Delicacy and Tender- 
nels of Manners; and this Great Divine had not only 
Learning to ſupport-the Argument, and Courage to en- 


force it ; but a handſome Addreſs, and a ſoft and gentle 


Manner of conveying it; for his Behaviour was ſolemn, 


his Pronunciation cafy, and his Accent ſweet; not unlike 


the lovely Song of one that hath a pleaſant Voice , and 


can play — on an Inſtrumeut. 


Whilſt his Health permitted, he was a conſtant Preacher, 
and a true Lover of his Duty; and Was indeed one of 
thoſe Sowers; who went forth ſowing the good Sced : 
For he had a great Knowledge of Mankind, and knew 
how to ſpeak to the Heart: He propoſed his Arguments 


with great Clearneſs and Strength of Reaſon, and never 


uſurped an Authority over the Reaſon of others. He un- 


derſtood indeed the Laws of God, and the Laws of Men; 
and never preſumed to ſpeak cvil of Dignities, nor to 


dainn ſuch as diſſented from him: But preſſed upon his 


Audience a religious Obſervance of Oaths, a dutiful Obe- 
dience to the Lawful Sovereign, and Peacs and good Will 
towards all Men: And dwelt frequently on the Mercies 
of God, and propoſed the ſaving Terms of the Goſpel; 
and was indced as a meek Scrvant delivering the Meflages 
of a meck Saviour, Who weft. with nothing but healing 
in his Wings. 


He went through every Office of Life with ſo much 


| Honour to himſelf, and ſo much good to others, as to 
con- 
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convince the World e he ſill deſerved ſomething great- 


cr; and yet with ſo much Contentment of Mind as to 


{hew that he did not aim at Greatneſs. But however 
modeſt he was in himſelf, yet the Wiſdom of his Friends, 
and the pious Endeavours of ſuch as promoted the good 
of the Church, advanced him to the Biſhoprick of Nor- 
wich, where no Man ever filled the Character with greater 
Dignity : For he was a Biſbop blameleſs, indeed, vigzlant, 


ſober, of good behaviour, not gruen to wine, no ſtriker, } - 


not greedy of filthy lucre, but patient, not a brawler, 
not coverous; one that ruled well his own houſe, having 
His children in ſubjettion with all gravity : For he 
looked on the Clergy of his Dioceſe as ſo many Mem- 
'bers of his own Family, and therefore cheriſhed thoſe 
Children of his with a Fatherly Affection, and ruled his 
"Houſe with a gentle Sway; And was ſo far endeared 
to them, that their Sorrow at his Parting from them 
cou'd only be exceeded by This for his Death. | 
Dpon the King's Accetlion to the Throne he was ho- 
noured with a near ' Attendance on his Perſon, and as 
Clerk of the Cloſet waited on him in the moſt devout 
Seafons of Prayer; and the King himſelf was ſo well 
pleaſed with His Biſhop, that He always received him with 
_ great Pleaſure, and ſpoke of him in the Kindeſt Terms 
of Favour and Affection. tft 
When the late Biſhop of #7 anheften; Sir Fanathan 
Trelewny , whoſe brave and vigorous Oppoſition to Po- 
pery in the Reign of King James, whote ſteady Adhe- 
rence to the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Ha. 
nover, and whole Greatneſs of Soul and generous Acts, 
will always deſerve an honourable Mention within theſe 
Walls, was taken from us by an unexpected Death; then 
the Great and Good Man, who lies now dead before us, 
was tranflated to the vacant See of Mincheſter; not out 
of Covetouſneſs, not thro'a Deſire of filthy Lucre ; for 
this Promotion might raiſe him indeed to great Riches, 


but cou d not make him rich; becauſe he had a generous 
C 2 Con- 
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Contempt of Money; and great Incomes were no other- 
wiſe deſirable to him, than as they adminiſtred a larger 


Opportunity of doing good, and making his Charity 


more diffuſive : So that He has left it ſtill doubtful, whe- 
ther he received moſt from his Biſhoprick, or beſtowed 
moſt upon it: for the Weakneſs of his Body did not de- 
ter him from generous Acts: That Conſideration might 
enter indeed into meaner Souls; but with him to do good 


Was more than Life; and therefore his Name will be re- 
- membred hereafter with great Honour, when Strangers 
viſit that Beautiful Chapel, which his Piety undertook, 
his Elegancy contrived, his Generoſity finiſhed: 


The Virtue of juſt and honeſt Parents frequently caſts.. 
a Luſtre on the Children, and mingles it. ſelf in their 


"Honours. Therefore this good ' Biſhop's Deſcent from a 
worthy Clergyman, together with his natural Affection 


for the Sons of the ZLevites, and his known Goodneſs. 
in ruling the Clergy, and his Equity and Juſtice in pro- 
tecting the Colleges committed to his Care, induced his. 


Friends to chuſe him Pręſident of the Corporation of the 


Sons of the Clergy. And how lovely. a Picture was it 


to behold this good Man at the Head of the Sans of the 


Clergy, preſenting himſelf with humble Addreſs before 
the Throne, and obtaining a Royal Beneſaction from 
the King, and exciting in Him the kindeſt Thoughts af 


the whole Body by his own perſonal Loyalty and Good- 
neſs. Theſe were the Labours of this good Man, and 


his Death will be lamented not only by his own Clergy, : 
but likewiſe by every Son of a Clergyman; not ,by.a few 
Perſons at his Grave, but by whole Colleges which he pro- 
tected: Two of which were more nearly related to him in 


Affection, and are at this Time Siſters in their Grief. 


He had an excellent Turn for Buſineſs, an eaſy Me- 
thod, and a great Application; and if you would view 
the Politician, you will find him Deep and Silent, Wiſe 


without: the Aﬀectation of Cunning, Complaiſant with- 
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out the Baſeneſs of Flattery, Reſerved without Moroſe- 


neſs of Temper, cloſe without Ambiguity of Speech, 
and Great without the Noiſe of Greatneſs ;. for he always 
conducted Affairs with Silence, and ſaw them go on: 
in an orderly Motion. The Addreſs of the Courtier 
never deſtroyed the Man of Probity, and the great Regard: 
Which he had for the State did not weaken his Love 

for the Church ; and I pray to God, that their Intereſts. 
may be ever united within themſelves, as they were united 


in his Perſon. He obeyed. his King, he honoured him, he 


loved him, and was often admitted into the freer Hours 
of Converſe, and always returned from Court: more 


ſtrongly attached to the Houſe of Hanover; becauſe 
he ſaw in the King an Heroic Courage, an engaging 


Mildneſs, a Steadineſs of Temper, a calm Majeſty, an. 


Engliſh Face, and an Engliſh Honeſty. 


If. you would behold this Great Man in the Senate, you 
Will. ſee. him there ſteady. to his Friends, ſteady to 
the Intereſt of his Country, and bearing Teſtimony of 
his Love towards it in ſome of the. feebleſt Minutes of 
his Life. In the Buſineſs of the Houſe, his Apprehenſion 


was quick, his Underſtanding clear, his Diſtinctions ex- 


act, his Obſervations judicious, and his Arguments weigh-- 
ty ; for Meekneſs gave. him the Advantage of a calmer. 


Thought, and a. more ſilent Diſquiſition aftcr Truth, 


And he not only obeyed the Laws, but contributed his 
Part towards framing ſome of the wiſeſt now in Being, 
though he never aſſumed the Honour of them. Theſe : 
were the Qualit ies which rendred him Great in the Sight 
of all Men; and after a full Meaſure of Honour, he died 
in the Favour of a wiſe Miniſtry, and an excellent King; 


who perhaps at this Time laments the Death of this good 


Subject, and paſſeth the day in faſting, and hath laid his 
robe from him, and ordered no inſtrument of muſick to be. 


brought before him. 


Such was the Character of this Great Man in all the 
Publick Stations of Life: But conſummate Wiſdom, 
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a large Compaſs of Knowledge, a maſterly Addreſs in 
Publick Affairs, and a diſcreet Uſe of the'greateſt Pow- 
ers, are Virtues far above our Praiſes, and beyond our 
Imitation. Therefore I ſhall bring this Great Man nearer 
to our own Capacities, and ſhew him in private Life, in 
that Civility which he ſhewed to Strangers, in that Affe- 
Qion which he expreſſed for his Friends, and 1 in that Bene- 
volence which he had for all Men. 
And here you ſee him, ſuch as he always delighted to 

appear, kind and affable, gentle and good-natur'd, eaſy 
in his Carriage, ſoft in his Addreſs, calm in his Authority, 
and ſweet in his Diſcourſe; for all his Words were the 
Words of Peace, and his Jpeech diſtilled as the ſmall 
rain upon the tender herb. 

He had a quick Inſight into Men; and preſently diſco- 
vered the reigning Paſlion ; yet no Man ever beheld the 
Follies of others with more Candor and with leſs Pride: 
And whercever he obſerved the Seeds of Virtue, he cer- 
tainly encouraged the Growth of them : And he not on- 
ly judged well of Perſons, but of Actions too; and there- 
fore adhered to the preſent Government, and was very 
capable of promoting the true Intereſt of it. For his 
Goodneſs was Popular, and he conſtantly aimed at a 

friendly Correſpondence with all his Neighbours ; the 
Sweetne(s of his Temper invited them to a decent Fa- 
miliatity, and he had the eaſieſt and ſoſteſt Way of in- 
ſtilling his own Notions into others: And often re— 
ceived even ſuch Perſons as differed from him with all the 
Terms of Courtcly and Kindneſs, and paſſed gevtly over 
their Errors, endeavouring to inſtruct them with Meek- 
neſs and Love. 

He was devout in his Prayers, regular i in performing the N 
Duties of Religion, and it always fat eaſy upon him. He To 
was tender in his Nature, full of Compaſſion, loving, | 
merciful, and always very Charitable to the Poor, and had 
certain Days every Week, on which he dealt his Bread to 
the Hungry, and cheer'd the Hearts of the Widows and 
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of the Biſhop of Wincheſter. 


"He was juſt in his Payments, wile in the Conduct of 


his Family, kind and fatherly towards his Servants, and 


never provoked by any Thing but Vice. And th n his 
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Rebukes were conveyed in few Words, and thoſe deli» 


vered with a Sort of Uncaſineis for the Neceſlity of them. 
But although they were few, and ſinoot her than oil, yet 
Were they very ſwords; for to an underſtanding Heart 
they ſeemed to receive an Aggravation of Anger from that 
very Meekneſs which endeavoured to ſoften them. 

His Meekneſs gave him an abſolute Maſtery over the 
Paſſions; ſo that the Pains which were uncaſy to him, 
never made him uneaſy to others. His Goodneſs laid him 
open to Viſits, and he received his Friends in the buſieſt 
Hours without the forbidding Face of Buſineſs. He gave 
his Advice with great Openneſs; he gave his Charities 


with great Secrecy : His Favours were beſto wed with a hand- 


ſome Grace; and his very Denials were meck and obliging. 
The Happineſs of his own Temper was anſwer'd by 
the happy Tempers of ſuch as were deareſt to him ; for he 
was bleſſed in the beſt and tendereſt of Wives, in the 
fondeſt Brothers, and the kindeſt Relations; and never 
was any Family more Affectionate towards one another, 
or more at Unity within it ſelf, 

He was a Maſter of Polite Learning, and had read the 


Ancients with great Exactneſs; and without quoting 


often mingled their fineſt Notions with his own Diſcourſe, 
and had a particular Eaſineſs and Beauty in the manner of 
expreſſing them. He ſpent ſome Hours every Day in the 
Study of Divinity, and no Man was better verſed in the 
Controverlics of it; for he had an underſtanding Heart, 
and a clear Head; and immediately diſcerned the Point 
on which the Controveriy turned, and pared off all the 
Luxuriancies of Writing. And as he would have redu- 
ced all Controverſies to a few Propoſitions, ſo he Was never 


better pleaſed, than when he ſaw the Chriſtian Cauſe ar- 


Laſiih, 


aued and defended with a Chriſtian Meckacls, 


